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The Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation’s Board of Trustees, staff and 
many volunteers are excited to present The Legacy, an annual report which 
highlights much of what has been accomplished over the past year.  We invite 
you to review it for insights on what we do in and with our local community.

Much of this year’s report focuses on Community Impact Funds, both 
existing and new. As we celebrate our 25th Anniversary, we are determined 
to continue to prepare for the future needs of our community. Community Impact Funds 
allow the Foundation the flexibility to meet needs that are not met through other types 
of endowed funds. They can be used to address significant and emergent issues in our 
ever-changing community. Grants from Community Impact Funds over the years have 
supported a variety of programs and projects throughout Isabella County. We welcome 
your continued interest in and support of the Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation, 
especially through our Community Impact Funds at this important time in our history.  Your 
engagement and generosity will help to create our future!

Steven D. Pung, President

P resident’s greeting

D irector’s greeting
 In 1990, nine community members had the foresight to establish the 
Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation to enhance the quality of life 
for all citizens of Isabella County. This year, we’re excited to celebrate 
our 25th Anniversary! Trustees and members of our Youth Advisory 
Committee kicked off our year, serving as Grand Marshall in the City of 

Mt. Pleasant’s Lighted Christmas Parade. We gathered Legacy Society members, past and 
current Trustees, and major donors during a special 25th anniversary gala event in April, 
thanks to the generous sponsorship of The Morey Foundation. And, the Hersee House served 
as the hospitality house during the Women’s City Club Tour of Homes in May.

In this milestone year, we’ve had the opportunity to look back on the Foundation’s past 
and celebrate community members who sought to build permanent community capital to 
meet the needs of future generations. Because of these donors, we’re able to meet many 
of the community’s needs today. Their investment allows annual grantmaking to a wide 
variety of charitable programs. It is so rewarding to witness a donor’s passion come to life, 
and I am continually inspired by our community’s commitment to local philanthropy.
           

Amanda A. Schafer, Executive Director
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ISABELLA COUNTY’S BIG PICTURE

TOTAL COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

ASSETS
$15,176,582

TOTAL GIFTS TO COMMUNITY  FOUNDATION
$1,055,729

TOTAL GRANTS
AWARDED

$361,159
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GRANTMAKING
TRENDS

Education & Instruction

Youth Development

Religious / Spiritual Related

Human Service

Philanthropy & Volunteerism

Athletics, Recreation, Leisure & Sports

Health & Mental Health

Food, Nutrition & Agriculture

HUMAN
SERVICES

$48,571

EDUCATION &

$97,453
INSTRUCTION

2014 Trends

OPERATING 
EXPENSES AS A 
PERCENTAGE OF 

ASSETS

1.5%

Mission: To enhance the quality of life for all citizens of
Isabella County, now and for generations to come,

by holding and attracting permanent endowed funds from a 
wide range of donors, addressing needs through grant making 

Mt. pleAsANt AreA CoMMuNity FouNdAtioN

and providing leadership on key 
community issues.
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$59,510

Environmental Quality & Protection

Housing & Shelter

Animal Related Activities

Art, Culture & Humanities

ATHLETICS,
RECREATION,

LEISURE & SPORTS

View full 2014 audited financial 
statements at mpacf.org.



Ronald H. Cooper
       Family Fund
Ronald H. Cooper was the son William and Ethel (Campbell) Cooper, lifelong 
residents of Isabella County. Born in a house on Broadway in Mt. Pleasant in 1918, 
he graduated from Mt. Pleasant High School, and attended Central Michigan 
University before going to work for the Dow Chemical Company. There he 
secured more than thirty patents related to cement/concrete chemistry and oil 
drilling casing technology. In 1944, Ronald was 
drafted into the U.S. Army and served during 
World War II. He ultimately made his home in 
Clare with Donna, his wife of 67 years, and 
their five children.

Ronald believed strongly in education and 
was very proud that all of his children earned 
college degrees: daughters Karla and Suellen 
graduated from nursing school, and sons Terry, 
James, and Joel graduated from Michigan 
State University. He loved seeing his oldest 
granddaughter, Marcie, continue the tradition 
of higher education by attending CMU.

Community was very important to Ronald. After retirement, he served two terms on 
the Grant Township Board. He was an active member of the Clare Congregational 
Church for more than 65 years, working tirelessly through the application process 
to recognize the building and its stained glass as historic through both state and 
national registries. An historian and avid reader, Ronald also helped to raise funds 
to redo the public library in Clare. He felt libraries were a critical resource for 
communities, often commenting on the importance of “learning where you came 
from in order to know where you’re going.”

Ronald loved baseball, gardening, and feeding the birds. He particularly enjoyed 
walks through Mt. Pleasant parks, downtown Mt. Pleasant, and CMU. Ronald 
valued education, community, history, and the environment, and instilled their 
importance in his children and nineteen grandchildren. Though he passed away 
in 2009, Ronald’s efforts to impact community will continue through his family and 
through the Ronald H. Cooper Family Fund. This community impact fund honors 
him and allows for grantmaking to meet a wide variety of needs, touching on so 
many of the causes Ronald cared about.

When Gerard (Jerry) 
Felter came to Mt. 
Pleasant in the early 
1950s to manage the 
Borden Condensory, the 
community gained a 
wonderful, civic minded 
individual. Ruth, Jerry’s 
wife, was also inclined to 

serve the community. She made her career at CMU where she advanced 
to Director of Accounting followed by Director of Payroll. Jerry retired as the 
Budget Director for CMU’s Auxiliary Service. Both of them were always striving 
to make our community a better place to live. They lived out their deep and 
abiding faith by serving their church and greater community. Jerry was on 
the Mt. Pleasant Housing Commission for more than a decade working to 
assure the availability of decent, safe, and affordable housing for low income 
individuals and families. Both Jerry and Ruth had a sense of community that 
reflected an understanding of human need.

Ruth S. and Gerard R. Felter &
Florence F. Battenfeld Family Fund

In 2000, Jerry established what we now call a community impact 
fund in honor of his sister, Florence Battenfeld. She was a banking 
legal secretary and a devoted member of the First Presbyterian 
Church who passed away in 2002. Jerry joined her in 2005, and Ruth 
passed away most recently, in 2014. Since the endowment fund 
was established, it has served our community just as Jerry and Ruth 
did during their lives. The Fund began to make grant distributions in 
2006, and more than forty different community needs have been 
addressed since. Grants awarded include those for parenting 
programs, emergency food services, and handicap accessibility. 
The Fund has supported organizations like the Commission on 

Aging, Girls on the Run of Central Michigan, the Mt. Pleasant 
Discovery Museum, Woodland Hospice, and many more.

Jerry’s talent for managing money and his compassion for 
serving those around him will be felt by this community forever 
through the Ruth S. and  Gerard R.  Felter and  Florence F. 
Battenfeld Family Fund.
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The Summit Petroleum Fund was created in 
February 2015 to help support the ever-changing 
needs of the community and to make Isabella 
County a better place to live and to work.

Based in Mt. Pleasant and 
Rosebush, the Summit 
Petroleum Corporation 
produces crude oil and 
natural gas in Michigan 
and across the United 

States. The company strives to produce its products 
in an environmentally safe and efficient manner.

The Summit Petroleum Fund is a community 
impact fund of the Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation. Its resources will be used to meet 
a variety of needs in the community over time. 

Bob Long, President of Summit Petroleum, is a 
Mt. Pleasant native and lifelong resident.  He 
understands that, as in most communities, Isabella 
County will face challenges that need addressing. 
“This fund is flexible and will provide resources to 
fund the best solutions,” Long said.

Serving on the Community Foundation Board 
since 2009, Long filled the role of President in 
2014. He believes in the Foundation’s mission 
to address needs through grantmaking and to 
provide leadership on key community issues. “The 
endowment funds established at the Community 
Foundation are entrusted to a group of community 
leaders with the future in mind,” he said. “I am 
confident in them and their ability to keep a good 
thing going.”

Rollie and Olga Denison were children of the 
Depression and appreciated the opportunities that 
Mt. Pleasant afforded them. They felt it was important 
to support the community that had given them so 
much. It is a remarkable but true statement that their 
greatest financial priority was meaningful community 
philanthropy, and they backed up their financial 
offerings with gifts of their time and wisdom.

To us at the Foundation, Rollie’s name will be 
uniquely treasured as that of one of our founders, as 
a board member and our first president, and as our 
judicious guide through the challenges of starting a 
new foundation and leading its steady growth. He 
and his wife, Olga, were extraordinary benefactors, 
leaving a legacy through their many contributions 

to our community, including the establishment of the 
Denison Unrestricted Fund in July of 2000. 

The Denisons expected their community impact 
fund to benefit our changing community, now, and 
for years to come. They championed the idea of 
truly unrestricted endowment funds that could meet 
needs not met by other, more specific, funds. To 
date, the Denison Unrestricted Fund has helped to 
provide caregiver workshops at the Isabella County 
Commission on Aging, emergency food through the 
American Red Cross, security lighting for the Isabella 
Community Soup Kitchen, travel assistance for those 
with cancer through Community Cancer Services, 
and so much more. We thank them for having the 
foresight to plan ahead for our community.

Denison Unrestricted Fund

Summit Petroleum Fund
I sabella Health
     Improvement Fund 

The Isabella County Health Improvement 
Fund was created in 2015 by the Board of 
Central Health Plan. The Fund will provide 
support for medical 
health initiatives 
throughout Isabella 
County. While this 
support will be 
available for all, the 
main goal of this 
fund is to support 
at-risk or low-income residents within Isabella 
County. Such initiatives will include, but are 
not limited to, access to care, population 
health education, population health 
strategies, and health needs assessments.
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Our founders had the foresight and 
determination to create the Mt. Pleasant 
Area Community Foundation in 1990.  As we 
celebrate the past, we must also prepare for 
the future needs of our community, whatever 
they may be.

In our 25th year of operation, the Foundation 
continues to strive to achieve the goal our 
founders set in 1990: to enhance the quality 
of life for all citizens of Isabella County, now 
and for generations to come. The Foundation 
has invested more than $4 million to make 
this community a better place to live, work, 
learn and play. Looking forward, we know 
our community will continue to grow, and so 
will its needs. We are responsible for making 
the right investment, in the right organization, 

at the right time, using the right tool.

Community impact funds are not tied to 
a single social cause or mission; they are 
flexible funds that can be utilized to address 
significant and emergent issues in our 
community. Community impact funds have 
been created by hundreds of individuals and 
businesses who have generously donated 
to help enrich the community. Every year, 
dedicated community volunteers use their 
knowledge and skills to assure grants from 
these funds are awarded to create the 
greatest impact in our local community.
Join us in celebrating our 25th anniversary by 
contributing to a community impact fund. 
Make one of the most important investments 
in the community you call home.

Est. 1990

For good. For ever.SM

Celebrating the past, creating the future

Check out our
25th Anniversary
Memory Book.
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The Mt. Pleasant Area 
Community Foundation 
(MPACF) is a tax-exempt 
public charity that serves as 
the center of philanthropy 
in Isabella County. The 
Foundation gives people 
and businesses in the 
community the opportunity 
to make contributions to 
various funds and causes. 
Those considering charitable 
giving may establish 
their own charitable 
fund or contribute to 
an existing fund. These 
professionally managed 
funds are permanently 
endowed, which means 
the contributions are never 
spent. 

The assets of the Foundation’s 
230+ endowment funds are 
combined for investment 
purposes, and earnings 
from investments are 
used to award grants and 
scholarships annually. The 
yearly earnings benefit 
various humanitarian, 
educational, recreational, 
environmental, and cultural 
organizations that provide 
services to Isabella County 
residents.

About MPACF
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The Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation (MPACF) 
welcomes Jack Harkins, Marcie Otteman, Brian Rush, 
Michelle Sponseller and Bryan Wieferich to its 
Board of Trustees.

Governance/Board 
Development:
Dave Keilitz, Chair
Dyke Heinze
Chuck Hubscher
Bob Long
Mary Ann O’Neil
 
Finance:
Jill Bourland, Chair
Lynn Pohl,
 Vice Chair
Jay Anders
Ryan Boge
Tim Driessnack
Brian Rush
Bryan Wieferich
Nick Wood
Terrie Zitzelsberger 

Development:
Mary Ann O’Neil,  
 Chair
Joneil Cook
Randy Dickinson
Jack Harkins
John Jensen
Don Schuster
Bill Strickler
Tom Sullivan
Mick Natzel
Ron Farrell
 
Grant Review:
Laura Richards,   
 Chair
Sam Neyer (YAC  
 representative)
Joanne Golden
Doris Lucas
Joan McDonald
Rick McGuirk
Linda Morey

Lon Morey
Nancy Ridley
Erik Spindler
Harold Stegman
Dave Weisenburger 

Community 
Relations:
Al Kaufmann, Chair
Ann Brockman
Lisa Castle
Judy Chipman
Dan Eversole
Lisa Haines
Joe Judge
Marcie Otteman
Michelle Sponseller
Nick Williams
 
Scholarship:
Cheryl Gaudard,  
 Chair
Frank Andera
Mary Jo Andera
Geoff Bartlett
Frank Boles
Valerie Boles
Shannon Carr 
Lisa Castle
W. Larry Collins
Kip Cosan
Linda Coyne
Jaclyn Dean
Shirley Martin   
 Decker
Bethany Ervin
Angie Evans
Jae Evans
Trina Evans
Ron Farrell
Jayme Fazi
Rob Flynn
Karmen Fox

Corey Friedrich
Dan Gaken
Judy Geroux
Marie Green
Nora Hagen
Deanna Heath
Shelly Hinck
Stephen Holder
Karen Holton
Kelly Hudson
Cheryl Hunter
Eileen Jennings
Ann Jensen
John Jensen
Betty Kirby 
Janet Kline
Jill LaChance
Kerry Langlois
Katy Lemorie
Allison Lents
Tara Leonard
Jeanne Long
Erin Ludwig
Connie McCann
Cheryl Moe
Terri Moeggenberg
Linda Morey
Kelli Nash
Adverna Nolan
Erin O’Brien
Mary Olivieri
Tom Olver
Marcie Otteman
Steve Pickens
Louise Plachta
Frederick   
 Puffenberger
Sue Pung
Jodi Robinette
Erika Ross
George Rouman
Michael Rounds
Chris Rowley

Bob Rulong
Tracey Sallee
Rebecca Salter
Annie Sanders
Kyle Schafer
Roxanne Schultz
Jim Shoemaker
Matthew Showalter
Jill Simons
Kayla Slezak
Shelly Smith 
Abby Snyder
Don Sowle
Michelle Sponseller
Sherry Sponseller
Tyler Stegman
Chris Stovak
Brad Wahr
Megan Wedge
Cheryl Weekley
Annette Welsh
Bob Wheeler
Valerie Wolters
Helene Zimmerman 
 
Facilities:
Bob Wheeler, Chair
Joanne Golden
Joe Fleming
Bob Long 

Access to 
Recreation Advisory
Board:
Chris Bundy, Chair
Russ Alwood
Kathy Beebe
Pat Daniels
Dennis Fox
Al Kaufmann
Sue Ann Kopmeyer
David Ling
Carol Moody

Mary Lou Schilling
Nick Williams

Shepherd 
Community Fund 
in Honor of Robert 
Bates Advisory 
Board:
Joyce Gluch, Chair
Don Brown
Claire Bunker
Doug Bush
Mary Foote
Gina Gross
Kent Roth
Matt Showalter
David Smith
Roger Trudell
John Williams

Women’s Initiative
Fund Advisory
Board:
Eileen Jennings,   
 Chair
Mary Ann Breuer
Mickey Claus-Egger
Terri Coscarelly
Pat Feight
Linda Morey 
Kathy Preston
Terrie Zitzelsberger

New Board Members
Join Mt. Pleasant Area
Community Foundation

2015 MPACF Committees

Jack Harkins is the president of Lease 
Management, Inc. He has served on many 
boards throughout the community, has three 
grown children, and enjoys spending time 
with his special companion Cheryl Bennett. 

Marcie Otteman is the executive director of alumni 
relations for Central Michigan University. She has 
more than 20 years of experience in higher education 
administration. She resides in Mt. Pleasant with her 
husband, Larry Grawburg, and daughter Kaitlyn. 

Brian Rush is general counsel for Fisher Companies, 
and has served in the United States Army on active 
duty. He was a founding member of the Community 
Foundation’s Youth Advisory Committee (YAC). He 
enjoys spending time with his wife, Julie, and their two 
children. 

Michelle Sponseller is the director of downtown 
development for the City of Mt. Pleasant and is 
the staff liaison for the Mt. Pleasant Historic District 
Commission. She resides in Mt. Pleasant and enjoys 
giving architectural and local history tours of the City. 

Bryan Wieferich is a Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) with Waddell & Reed in 

Mt. Pleasant. He is active in the Mt. Pleasant Jaycees 
and several CMU boards. He enjoys spending time 
with his wife, Monica, and their three young children. 
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For good. For ever.SM



Family and community have always been priorities for the Coyne family. Coyne 
Oil Corporation was founded in Mt. Pleasant in 1930. Now in its 3rd generation 
of family operation, brothers Dave and Mark Coyne operate the business. 
Their sister Dana lives in the Detroit area and is a retired school counselor. 

The Coyne family is very involved with Zion Lutheran Church where Dave is 
currently the Director of Trustees and his wife Linda is the Director of Evangelism. 
Dave is the current Chairman of the Michigan Petroleum Association  and is 
a member of the Lions Club. Linda is a past advisor and board member of Phi 
Sigma Sigma, a social sorority on the campus of Central Michigan University 
(CMU). She is also a current member of the Tourist Club. 

Dave and Linda met in Mt. Pleasant while they were both attending CMU. 
Their children were raised in the Mt. Pleasant community. Dan is currently 
working for the U.S. Government in South Korea. Michael is the Director of 
Transportation for Coyne Oil Corporation and is engaged to marry Samantha 
Chapin in October 2015. Kelsey is a graduate of CMU and recently married Eric 
Quakenbush.   She is a Logistics Specialist at Coyne Oil Corporation making 
Michael and Kelsey the 4th generation to work with the family business.

Dave and Linda hope that the Coyne Family Fund will make a difference in 
the community. Linda shared, “We like that we can make recommendations 
regarding the grants awarded from our fund, and if we don’t have anything 
specific in mind, we can turn to our friends at the Community Foundation to 
point us to where the greatest need is at that point in time, while allowing us 
to stay involved. We have a strong connection to this community and want 
to be helpful.”

Isabella Bank has a long history and tradition of 
giving in our community. Founded in 1903 as Isabella 
County State Bank, the organization has grown to 
twenty-nine branches in seven counties. And, their 
philosophy of service extends beyond the bank’s 
needs as they strive to address the needs of those in 
the broader community.

“We believe investing in our local community is 
important,” said President Steve Pung. “We consider 
ourselves active members --providing financial 
support and volunteering to serve those who need 
us,” added Community Relations Director Mary 
Olivieri. “But, we can’t do it alone.”

In 2000, the Isabella Bank Board of Directors looked 
to the Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation 
for their expertise in how to support community 
organizations over time. The Isabella Bank Director Memorial Fund was 
established to support the ever-changing needs of the community. “We trust 
the Community Foundation and the committees that make grant decisions 
to determine the best use of the earnings of this fund,” said Pung. “As our 
community evolves, the assets of a community impact fund, like ours, are 
available to respond.”

To date, the Isabella Bank Director Memorial Fund has provided funds 
for emergency equipment for American Red Cross disaster volunteers, 

technology improvements at the Rosebush 
Library, the startup of the 211 program at 
Listening Ear, fitness and walking trail at the 
Isabella County Commission on Aging, and 

the replacement of Santa’s House in downtown Mt. Pleasant.

“This fund allows us to honor our directors and employees, and to have a 
greater impact on those living in our community,” said Olivieri. “It ensures 
continuity, from generation to generation, keeping our values constant for 
the bank and for the community.”

Isabella Bank
      Director Memorial FundCoyne Family Fund
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George and Judith Garland and Alan and Mary Lou Schilling created 
the Garland-Schilling Scholarship Fund in 2014 in recognition of the 
dedication of the staff of Mid-Michigan Industries (MMI).

MMI’s mission is to enrich lives through employment, training and 
community access. In fulfilling this mission, MMI is the leading 
employment service in central Michigan for individuals with barriers to 

employment. Its services help integrate 
individuals into the community by 
finding jobs fitting their skill levels and by 
providing other supportive services. For 
decades, MMI has served as a partner 
with other agencies and organizations in 
supporting individuals in the community.

The Garland-Schilling Scholarship was 
established to assist those who are 
interested in careers in public service. 
The goal is to encourage individuals 
with an interest in working with people 
with special needs, including those with 
a disability, those in poverty, people 
experiencing homelessness, the elderly, 
or youth at risk. Graduating seniors who 
have a connection with MMI through 
an employed relative or volunteer will 
receive application priority. 

The Garlands and Schillings have 
spent the majority of their professional 
careers providing services intended to 
enhance the quality of life and level 

of independence for individuals with special needs. Those having 
a similar interest or passion are asked to additionally contribute to 
this fund. “We hope to sustain and grow the fund. We want it to live 
beyond us,” said Judy. To grow, expand and bring awareness to the 
community is the hope for years to come.

The Ray and Georgia Martin Leadership Fund was established in 
March 2000. The fund was created by Community Foundation 
board member, Shirley Martin Decker, in memory of her parents. The 
Leadership Fund provides operating support for the Mt. Pleasant 
Area Community Foundation helping to ensure community 
members have the opportunity to participate in philanthropy. 

Both Georgia and Ray were heavily 
involved with the local community.  
Georgia was known for her work at 
the local radio station WCEN. She 
was commonly referred to as “The 
Story Book Lady” or the “Safety Story 
Lady” for her well-remembered radio 
program “Word to the Wives.” 

Garland-Schilling
           Scholarship Fund

Ray and Georgia
        Martin Leadership Fund
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Closest to Georgia’s heart was her work with the children in the community. 
She also took part in many worthwhile fundraising benefits. She was an 
active member of the Red Cross, Zonta Club, Parent Teacher Association, 
Sunday school, Rosebush Council, March of Dimes, Safety Council and 
the First United Methodist Church.
Raymond Bowers Martin worked for Pure Oil and The Leonard Oil 
Company, after moving to Michigan in 1935. He served as an Isabella 
County sheriff’s deputy from 1940-1960, spending six of those years as the 
Civil Defense Director. Mr. Martin was also the Isabella County Sheriff from 
1961-1964. He was very involved with the community in a variety of other 
aspects including being a member of the Red Cross, Isabella County 
Safety Council, Fraternal Order of Police, Royal Arch Masons, Rotary Club 
and the First United Methodist Church.

Ms. Decker said, “It was important for me to establish this fund in memory of 
my parents because I am a strong believer in the Community Foundation 
and what it does for the local community.” Decker has high hopes for the 
future impact of the fund. She plans to keep giving to the fund to retain 
the memory and presence of her parents among members of the local 
community.   



Mt. Pleasant Jaycees Fund

The Morning Sun Community Fund is an endowment 
fund created in 2000 by William McHugh, then 
President of Central Michigan Newspapers. As an 
unrestricted community impact fund, grantmaking 
from this fund is not limited to a specific field of 
interest and may be used for a variety of different 
causes and programs in Isabella County.

The Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation has 
funded a number of nonprofit organizations over the 
years as a result of the Morning Sun Community Fund, 
including Woodland Hospice, the Central Michigan 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, Listening Ear 
Crisis Center, and the Isabella Community Soup 
Kitchen. Local government programs have been 
assisted as well, like the Isabella County Materials 
Recovery Facility, Central Michigan District Health 
Department and the Isabella County Commission 
on Aging. Most recently, grants were made to 
Women’s Aid Service for travel to and from court 
hearings, counselor meetings, and other needs, as 
well as to Central Michigan Pregnancy Services in 
support of their new medical facility offering free 
STD/STI testing, treatment, and education to local 
residents.

The Morning Sun Newspaper will continue to 
support and have a lasting effect on Isabella 
County through the Morning Sun Community 
Fund…forever!

Morning Sun   
    Community FundThe Mt. Pleasant Jaycees have 

a reputation for success. Among 
the oldest chapters in Michigan, 
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the service organization began in 1975. 
Empowering young adults 18-40 years 
old through leadership and community 
service, the Mt. Pleasant Jaycees seek 
opportunities to create positive change 
in their community.  The organization 
coordinates several fundraising and public 
events throughout the year to provide 

resources for local charities. In 2014, the Mt. 
Pleasant Jaycees spearheaded the first ever 
Mt. Pleasant Craft Beer Festival and their 
reputation for success continued.

Exceeding all expectations, the Festival 
attracted more than 1,200 participants to 
sample craft beer from 19 different Michigan 
breweries. VIP tickets sold out and more than 
$15,000 was raised. Co-President of the Mt. 
Pleasant Jaycees, Bryan Wieferich, thought the 

event had potential to be popular but did 
not realize it would have such a positive 
impact on the community in its first year. 
“When we kicked off planning for the Craft 
Beer Festival, our goal was to break even 

and grow the event for the future,” said 
Wieferich. True to their core values, the Mt. 
Pleasant Jaycees used the rewards of their 
success to support community projects 
and programs.

Proceeds from the Mt. Pleasant Craft 
Beer Festival also made it possible for the 
Jaycees to start a permanent endowment 
fund through the Mt. Pleasant Area 
Community Foundation.  The endowment 

fund allows the group to 
expand its vision and to 
create an impact on the 
community long-term. 
Even as members age 
out of the organization, 
the endowment fund 
will continue to make 
an impact on the local 
community. The group 
plans to grow the fund over 
time and has committed a 
portion of future Craft Beer 
Festival proceeds to it.
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Anonymous
Barbara Bissot*
Dan and Gail Boge
John and Sue Bradac  
Mary Ellen Brandell*  
Howard and Mary Ann Breuer
Gerald C. Carter*
Donna J.* and W. Larry Collins
William and Joneil Cook
Melva K. Coyne*   
Timothy and Mary Elizabeth Curtiss 
Mark and Patricia Cwiek  
G.R. (Rollie)* and Olga Denison* 
George and Barbara Dunn  
J. Dean Eckersley*
Evangeline and James Fabiano 
James Goodrich
Marie K. Green   
Cindy Hales   
Jack and Connie* Harkins  
I.W. “Bucky”* and Velma Hartman* 
Dykstra J. and Phyllis Heinze
Idonea Hersee*   
Donna and David Hinks
James* and Sally Hodgins*
Ronald Hodgson
G. Charles and Janice L. Hubscher 
Robert and Catherine Janson 
John and Ann Jensen
L.A. and Marilyn Johns
Albert and Linda Kaufmann

Dave and Sue Keilitz
William and Eleanor Martin
Steven and Deborah Martineau
Jane McNamara*
Elizabeth Miller and Bruce LaPointe
Linda Morey
Lon Morey
Marilyn and Jerry Morey
Mike and Dianne Morey
Mick and Dorothy Natzel
Tad and Laura Richards
Bill and Eileen Rush
Donald Schuster
Doris Sherwood
Kay Smith*
Mark and Shelly Smith
W. Sidney and Judith French Smith
Samuel W. and Gertrude A. Staples
Jim and Naomi Stark
Nolan Stilgenbauer
William and Janet Maar Strickler
Thomas R. and Judith D. Sullivan 
E. Diane Tope
Charles Walmsley
Bob and Maurine Weisenburger
Sally and Jack Weisenburger
Louise Williams*
Jim and Carol Wojcik
Terrie and Mark Zitzelsberger 

*deceased

The Denison Legacy Society was established in honor of Rollie and 
Olga Denison, who gave so bountifully of their time and resources 
to our community. The Society recognizes individuals and couples 
who have named the Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation as 
the beneficiary of any type of planned or deferred gift. The purpose 
of the Society is to acknowledge and thank those who have made 
these gifts and to encourage and inspire others to do the same. Gifts 
to the Legacy Society are endowed and leave a permanent legacy 
in our community. A planned gift will do exactly what you want it to 
do – FOR GOOD. FOR EVER.
 

To join this esteemed group, simply arrange for a 
planned or deferred gift to benefit the Foundation, and 
then inform the Foundation by submitting a Denison 
Legacy Society form. It is not necessary to provide 
the amount of a planned or deferred gift. You are, 
however, encouraged to discuss your plans with the 
Foundation so that we may make certain to comply 
with your wishes upon receipt of your gift.

The Denison Legacy Society

Denison Legacy Society 2014 - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPumVG6CwRE

http://kaywa.me/yg88e

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Legacy Society Members
as of June 30, 2015

Check out the 
2014 Denison 

Legacy Society 
Slide Show.



Art reach of Mid Michigan ................................ $1,130.00
Wellspring Literary Series
russ Herron poetry Fund

Art reach of Mid Michigan ................................... $800.16 
Art Walk
w. sidney and Judith French smith Community Fund

Beal City public schools .................................... $1,798.65 
Beal City Education Foundation Projects
Beal City public schools education Foundation Fund

Central Michigan pregnancy services ............. $2,000.00 
H.O.P.E. Medical STI Initiative
Morning sun Community Fund
G. Charles and Janice l. Hubscher Fund

Central Michigan university .............................. $1,011.16 
Clarke Historical Library - Digitizing Historic
Mt. Pleasant Newspapers
william J. strickler Clarke Historical library Fund

Child and Family enrichment Council .............. $3,000.00 
Child Sexual Abuse Counseling
Kellogg youth Fund

Child and Family enrichment Council ................. $835.00 
Nurturing Parenting Training
G. Charles and Janice l. Hubscher Fund
Bovee Family Fund
weisenburger Family Fund
w. sidney smith and Judith French smith Family Fund

Child and Family enrichment Council .............. $6,875.00 
Forensic Interview Technology Upgrade
Community impact Fund
Healthy youth Healthy seniors Fund

Chippewa river district library ............................ $997.17 
Parenting and Test Preparation Collections
eckersley library endowment Fund

Chippewa watershed Conservancy ................ $2,830.24 
Monitoring and Other Stewardship Costs at CWC 
Preserves in Isabella County
Chippewa watershed Conservancy Fund 
william Brehm Memorial/Chippewa watershed 
Conservancy stewardship Fund

City of Mt. pleasant............................................. $1,075.00 
PEAK Crisis Prevention Training
Kellogg youth Fund

City of Mt. pleasant -
department of public safety.............................. $5,000.00 
Drug Recognition Program
Jane McNamara and louise williams Fund
isabella Bank director Memorial Fund

Community Cancer services
of isabella County .............................................. $2,500.00 
Travel Assistance for Isabella County Cancer Patients
Bandit industries Community Fund
david B. and susan K. Keilitz Family Fund
denison unrestricted Fund
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Grants awarded through Endowed Funds

CeNtrAl MiCHiGAN preGNANCy serviCes
$1,508.00 

REAL Relationships 
Education and 

Certification
Kellogg youth Fund

REAL Relations 
programming is geared 
to 5th-12th graders and 
college age students to 

assist them in developing 
necessary relationship 
tools such as impulse 

control, self-regulation
and personal power.

CeNtrAl MiCHiGAN roBotiCs AssoCiAtioN -
FlAt MouNtAiN MeCHANiCs

$5,000.00 
FIRST Robotics Competitive Season

Community impact Fund

CHippewA wAtersHed CoNservANCy
$500.00 

CWC Preserve Game Cameras
dyke and phyllis Heinze Conservation Fund
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Community Compassion Network ................. $15,000.00
Mobile Food Pantries
Community impact Fund
Mt. pleasant oil industry Food pantry Fund

Community Compassion Network ................... $1,100.00
Support for the William Ellis Brockman Infant Pantry
william ellis Brockman infant Assistance Fund

Community Compassion Network ................... $5,000.00 
Support for Community Compassion Network

CdvsA – shelterhouse ....................................... $4,000.00 
Support to the CDVSA Shelterhouse

the dictionary project ........................................... $792.00 
Dictionary Distribution Project for
3rd grade classes in Isabella County
Kiwanis Club of Mt. pleasant Fund

eagle village ....................................................... $2,000.00 
Support for the Mission of Eagle Village

Friends of the Broadway .................................... $1,532.72 
Broadway Theatre Public Restroom Renovation Project
Friends of the Broadway Fund 

Friends of the library Fund ................................. $1,050.39
Charging Stations, Furniture for Children’s Area, New 
Backup Power Supplies for Library Computers
Friends of the library Fund

the John H. Goodrow Fund ............................... $3,310.00 
Emergency Auto Assistance for Isabella County 
Customers
Barbara l. and George w. dunn Family Fund
ruth s. and Gerard r. Felter and
            Florence F. Battenfeld Family Fund
theunissen Family Fund
dr. leonard e. and louise A. plachta unrestricted Fund

Gratiot isabella resd .......................................... $2,100.00 
Weather Appropriate Gear for Students Studying 
Construction Trades 
Kellogg youth Fund

Hospice of Central Michigan ............................... $541.95 
Support for Woodland Hospice
Coyne Family Fund

Foster Closet 
oF MiCHiGAN

isABellA 
CouNty 
BrANCH
$1,200.00 

Feminine Personal Care Kits for
Teenage Girls in Isabella County Foster Care

women’s initiative Fund
This program was started with MPACF grant funding and 

allows for each young woman in Isabella County Foster Care 
to receive 2 new bras, feminine care items and a reusable 

bag on their first visit to the Foster Closet.

GrAtiot isABellA resd
$5,982.77 

Imagination Library
robert and Geraldine 
Krapohl literacy Fund
Kellogg youth Fund
Imagination Library was 

developed in 1995 in Tennessee 
by Dolly Parton.  Dolly knows 

the importance of literacy and 
that reading regularly with 

children during their preschool 
years gives them the biggest 
boost toward a successful education. With grant funding, 

Isabella County children from birth until his/her 5th birthday, 
receive a free book per month which arrives in their mailbox 

addressed to the child.  

isABellA CouNty 
CoMMissioN oN 

AGiNG
$2,900.00 

Health and Fitness 
Program

Healthy youth 
Healthy seniors Fund

The Isabella County Commission on Aging provides 
numerous health and fitness programs to help Isabella 
County residents maintain healthy lifestyles.  Exercise is 

the key to healthy aging.  Experts in aging emphasize the 
importance of an active lifestyle to help elders maintain 
independence and manage symptoms of chronic illness 
or pain as well as helping with memory retention and to 

relieve stress.  

Girls oN tHe ruN oF CeNtrAl MiCHiGAN
$4,390.00

Program Curricula and Worksheets
Gail e. Gorton women in sports Fund

women’s initiative Fund

isABellA CouNty
$4,800.00 

Coldwater Lake Family 
Park Boat Launch: 

Accessibility and Multi-
Use Improvements

Brewster Family Access to recreation Fund
Mt. pleasant rotary Club Access to recreation Fund
Janet Maar strickler Access to recreation Fund
Mary ellen Brandell Access to recreation Fund

Access to recreation Fund
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isabella Citizens for Health ................................ $1,341.00 
Pediatric Friendly Waiting Room Update
darlene Bond Memorial youth Fund

isabella Community soup Kitchen ................... $3,000.00 
Support for the Isabella Community Soup Kitchen

isabella County Commission on Aging ........... $1,100.00 
Touch the Sky: In Celebration of Everyday Healers
Healthy youth Healthy seniors Fund

isabella County restoration House .................. $5,000.00
I-Ride Transportation for Isabella County Homeless
Kay smith Family Fund
Hersee Family Fund
Kimber and Judy dewitt Family Fund

isabella County restoration House .................. $2,000.00 
Support for the Isabella County Restoration House

 
Mclaren Central Michigan ................................ $3,000.00 
Pathway to Excellence Conference for Nursing Staff
Amy otteman Nursing education Fund 

Morey Montessori public school Academy .... $2,500.00 
Morey Montessori Library
Kellogg youth Fund
shepherd Community Fund in Honor of robert Bates

MpACF Mid Michigan
Community pathways Fund ............................... $5,000.00 
Mid-Michigan Community Pathway Project:
Mt. Pleasant to Shepherd
shepherd Community Fund in Honor of robert Bates

Mt. pleasant Area Community Foundation .... $21,426.90
Administrative Support
Charles A. Anthony leadership Fund
leadership Fund
ray and Georgia Martin leadership Fund
Morey Foundation leadership Fund
richards leadership Fund
ridley leadership Fund

Mt. pleasant discovery Museum ....................... $1,680.00 
Wind Tunnel Exhibit
Kellogg youth Fund

Mt. pleasant oilers Athletic Boosters ..................... $50.00 
Mt. Pleasant Baseball Championship Photo for Billboard
Gail e. Gorton women in sports Fund

Mt. pleasant oilers Athletic Boosters ................ $1,000.00 
Pillars of the Community -
Community Memorial Stadium Improvements
optimist Club of Mt. pleasant Fund

listeNiNG eAr Crisis CeNter
$40,000.00

24 hour Crisis Intervention 
Services in Isabella County

listening ear’s
Crisis Center Fund

Listening Ear’s Crisis Hotline is 
available to anyone 24 hours 

every day of the year. The trained 
professionals on the Crisis Hotline 

are helpful in exploring options and solutions to the caller’s 
problems; caring when they just want someone to listen; and 
supportive when there is nowhere else to turn.  The Listening 
Ear’s Crisis Center Fund was established to help ensure the 

program’s long-term viability. 

Mid-MiCHiGAN iNdustries
$2,141.00 

Shredder for Transitional Work Program
thomas r. and Judith d. sullivan Fund

This program assists individuals who have limited physical 
and cognitive skills. The shredder allows those individuals 

to earn a 
paycheck 
while they 

gain the self-
confidence and 
independence 
associated with 

productive 
work.

Morey MoNtessori puBliC sCHool ACAdeMy
$1,199.00 

Mt. pleAsANt puBliC sCHools
$1,086.78

Peacemaking Ceremonies 
Mpps esther Kraus peacemaking Fund

The Peacemaking Award 
Ceremony recognizes students 
nominated by a staff member 
or peer for having promoted 

tolerance, diversity and 
peacemaking for a specific 
action or for their general 

attitude and daily conduct. The 
Peacemaking Award Ceremony was something that Esther 
Kraus believed made a difference to the youth in the local 
community. So much so she established this fund at MPACF 

to ensure that acts of peacemaking would always be 
recognized and encouraged.

Initial Instrument Purchase
for the Morey Montessori 

Music Program
Kellogg youth Fund

Initiated by 7th grader, Sasha 
DeLellis when she saw a need for 
a music program at the school, a 
grant request was completed by 
Sasha, her father and the head of 
the school for an initial instrument 

purchase for the Morey Montessori 
music program.  The grant allowed the school to purchase 

an electronic piano as well as several hand-held instruments 
for classroom use.
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Mt. pleasant public schools
education Foundation ........................................ $1,000.00
support for the
Mt. pleasant public schools education Foundation

Mt. pleasant public schools
education Foundation ........................................... $600.00
World’s Largest Recess INSPIRE Event
Kellogg youth Fund

Mt. pleasant soccer Club .................................. $8,500.00 
Mt. Pleasant Soccer Club Field Improvement Project
laBelle Family Fund
optimist Club of Mt. pleasant Fund
Kellogg youth Fund
Gail e. Gorton women in sports Fund

Mt. pleasant youth Football ............................... $1,900.00 
Mt. Pleasant Youth Football Program
rocket Football operating Fund 

Northern rocket Football league ..................... $1,075.00 
Beal City Rocket Football Program
rocket Football operating Fund 

sacred Heart Academy ........................................ $300.00
Sacred Heart Academy After-Prom Party 
Kellogg youth Fund

sacred Heart Academy ..................................... $1,152.00 
Heart Smart School -
Purchase of an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED)
Kellogg youth Fund

shepherd Community Friends of the library ...... $600.00 
Shepherd Library Project
shepherd Community Fund in Honor of robert Bates

shepherd public schools ................................... $1,685.00 
Shepherd Youth Football Program Helmet Inventory
shepherd Community Fund in Honor of robert Bates

village of shepherd ............................................ $2,310.00 
Shepherd Elf House
shepherd Community Fund in Honor of robert Bates

shepherd youth Football ................................... $1,025.00 
Shepherd Youth Football Program
rocket Football operating Fund 

women’s Aid service ......................................... $7,000.00
Sexual Abuse Prevention Education
Kellogg youth Fund
women’s initiative Fund

women’s Aid service ......................................... $3,600.00
Outreach Services
Michael d. and dianne C. Morey Community Needs Fund
isabella Bank director Memorial Fund
ranck Family Fund

women’s Aid service ............................................ $800.00
Bed Bug Prevention Units
women’s initiative Fund

young life - Mt. pleasant ................................... $1,000.00
Mt. Pleasant Area Junior High School
Outreach Program Start-up and Camp Trip
McGuirk Family Fund

Mt. pleasant
public schools

$3,321.62 
Mt. Pleasant 
BPA National
Leadership 

Conference 
Competition

Mt. pleasant Business professionals
of America Fund

villAGe oF 
sHepHerd

$705.00
Wright Avenue 
American Flag 
Replacement 

Project
shepherd 

Community Fund 
in Honor of

robert Bates

sACred HeArt ACAdeMy
$1,325.75 

Focus on Science - Purchase of 5 Microscopes
Kellogg youth Fund

A grant for 5 new microscopes has allowed SHA students 
to have more opportunities to engage in meaningful 

experiments while also increasing the efficiency of science 
lessons taught.



 The YAC is a group of committed students from Isabella 
County schools who focus on grantmaking, volunteering and 

fundraising. While performing these tasks, group members
learn team building, leadership and responsibility.

Once a month, the YAC meets to review grant applications, 
receive leadership and philanthropy training and plan 

community service projects benefitting the Kellogg Youth 
Fund. The YAC reviews grants and makes recommendations 

for funding of projects to support local youth. Their 
recommendations are reviewed by the Mt. Pleasant Area 

Community Foundation Board of Trustees for approval.

P resident’s
 letter

Youth PhilanthropyYouth Advisory Committee:
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Over the past year, the YAC has 
accomplished a lot.  We have volunteered 

at several community events including 
Christmas Outreach, Lions Club Chicken 
BBQ and the Morbark Halloween Party.  

We also did our annual Flamingo Flocking 
Fundraiser which was a huge success.  We 

raised over $2,500 for the Kellogg Youth 
Fund in 2014.

We also recommended more than $26,000 
in grants to dozens of youth serving 

organizations across Isabella County. 
We hope that this helps and impacts

many of the youth in our area.

Our committee is excited to participate
in celebrating MPACF’s 25th Anniversary.  

We have a history of supporting and 
making a difference in the community

and I hope to see the YAC continue
to carry out the Foundation’s
motto, “For good.  For ever.”

Sam Neyer
YAC President 

My Kaywa QR-Code
http://www.mpacf.org/documents/initiatives/yacs...

http://kaywa.me/O7pGV

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Check out 
the Youth 

Assessment 
results.



2014-2015 Newsletter & ANNuAl report ~  Page 19

2
0

15
 Y

o
u

th
 A

d
vi

so
ry

 C
o

m
m

itt
e

e

Matt Blackburn (MPPS) **
Maggie Brockman (MPPS) *

Maggie Bryant (SPS)
Billy Chilman (BCPS)
Wyatt Cook (MPPS)
Erica Davis (MPPS)

Gabby Driessnack (MPPS)
Riley Edwards (MPPS)
Tina Guytingco (SHA)

Kara Heugel (SPS)
Nate Horsley (BCPS)

Sammy McDonald (SHA)
Haley McMullen (BCPS)

Sam Neyer (SHA)
Grace Rau (BCPS) 

Andrew Travis (SPS)
Samantha Johnson (CMU)

Ashley Flickinger (CMU)
Bill Chilman (Advisor)

Dyke Heinze (Adult)
Erin Smith-Gaken (Adult)
Janelle Urban (Adult) **

*denotes new member 
**denotes retiring member



Aaron Jacob Latham
                Memorial Scholarship Fund

The Barbara L. and George W. Dunn Family Fund 
was started on December 29, 1999. Barbara and 
George have lived in 
the Mt. Pleasant area 
since 1982 and have 
been active in a variety 
of arenas both through 
their own interests and 
through their professional 
responsibilities. These 
include Art Reach of Mid-
Michigan, Women’s Aid 
Service, Action for Our 
Kids, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, as well as international activities. Barbara 
owns Creative Ideas, an interior decorating 
business. For many years, George was President 
of Middle Michigan Development Corporation, 
an economic development organization serving 
Isabella and Clare Counties.

Since the Dunn Family Fund’s establishment, more 
than $7,000 has been granted to important causes 
throughout the community. Most recently, the 
fund supported a suicide prevention pamphlet 
distributed by Community Mental Health, outdoor 
play equipment for the Morey Public School 
Academy, and emergency transportation needs 
met by the John H. Goodrow Fund. The earnings 
from this unrestricted community impact fund 
will benefit our changing community for years to 
come.

Barbara L. and
George W. Dunn

Family FundIf life was a high school yearbook and we held mock elections, Aaron 
Jacob Latham would have been voted “Class Clown.” He had a heart 
of gold but he definitely had the mind of a jester. Even during the most 
serious times, you could count on Aaron to lighten the load with a smile 
and a laugh.

In 2002, Aaron enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and was 
stationed at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. Aaron served two tours 
in Iraq and one tour in Kuwait in his four years of active duty. He would 
continue on in a non-active reserve status for an additional four years. 

While in reserve status, and after a couple of adventures, Aaron finally 
found his calling on a local farm. Even as a young boy, Aaron could be 
found playing in the dirt, tinkering with equipment/motors or causing 
general mischief. He quickly learned that working on the farm allowed 
him the opportunity to do all of that. After working on the farm under 
his mentor for many years, he entered into partnership with another 
local farm. Through that partnership, Aaron was able to commission the 
building of two large barns and secured a contract with a large pork 
company. He did not get to see the completion of the barns. 

In July 2014, Aaron passed away in a car accident at the age of 32. He 
had just figured out what he wanted to do with his life and was anxious 
to get started. His love for life and all things farming prompted the family 
to create the Aaron Jacob Latham Memorial Scholarship Fund. He will 
be forever missed but his legacy and passion will live on.

Aaron did not expect much of others: contribute to society and figure 
out a way to have fun while doing it. He would say that life is a reflection 
of the choices that one makes and that it is no one else’s job to better 
your circumstances. On the other hand, he also believed that everyone 
deserves to be given a chance. Worth cannot be measured by family 
name, grades, gender, or age. Aaron’s family hopes that this scholarship 
fund will assist individuals to better their lives and pursue their agricultural 
passion, whether it be agricultural farming, equine, ranch management, 
dairy, organic, or even running their family farm.
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Keilitz Family Fund
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Weisenburger
    Family Fund  

In February 2000, the 
Weisenburger Family Fund 
was started by Robert (Bob) 
Weisenburger, son of Sally 
and Jack Weisenburger. 
The Fund was started as 
an unrestricted community 
impact fund to help with a 
wide range of needs in the 
Mt. Pleasant community.

“I began my involvement with 
the Foundation helping with 
public relations as a member 
of the Board of Trustees,” 
said Sally. “Because I have 
been so involved with the Foundation, Bob felt creating 
a fund would be a good fit for the entire family to be 
philanthropic.”

Sally and Jack have been members of the local 
community for many years. Sally has been a resident 
of Mt. Pleasant since age 13, and she graduated from 
Central Michigan University in 1948. Jack launched a 
successful career in the insurance industry in Mt. Pleasant 
where he and Sally raised their family and remain today.

Since its founding, the Weisenburger Family Fund has 
made more than $8,000 in grants to organizations like 
the Isabella Community Soup Kitchen, Girls on the Run 
of Central Michigan, Women’s Aid Service, the City of 
Mt. Pleasant Parks & Recreation Department, and the 
Child and Family Enrichment (C.A.F.E.) Council.

Dave and Sue Keilitz came to Mt. Pleasant in 1960 to attend Central 
Michigan University (CMU). They fell in love with Mt. Pleasant and made 
their home here, raising two boys and establishing careers.

Dave coached baseball at CMU for 14 years, and then continued as 
Athletic Director for 10 more. Offered a job as Executive Director of the 

American Baseball Coaches Association 
(ABCA) in 1994, the Keilitz family chose 
not to leave their beloved Mt. Pleasant. 
Instead, Dave took the position under 
the condition that the organization’s 
headquarters move to Mt. Pleasant. It 
was a homerun for ABCA and for our 
community.

Over the years, Dave and Sue have 
been very involved in the community, 
supporting organizations like McLaren 
Central Michigan, CMU, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and the Mt. Pleasant 
Area Community Foundation. “Mt. 
Pleasant is a wonderful place and we 
strive to make it better, be it through 
service or financial contributions,” said 
Dave.

In December, 1999, they began the David B. and Susan K. Keilitz Family 
Fund, an unrestricted community impact fund. “We trust those who 
make decisions about grants from our fund,” stated Dave. “This way 
we are able to support the needs of the community as they change.” 
The Keilitz Family Fund has done just that, supporting the American Red 
Cross, Central Michigan District Health Department, Mt. Pleasant Public 
Schools, and Community Cancer Services, just to name a few.
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Idonea “Dony” and William E. Hersee, M.D. were married in 1934. They 
spent most of their adult lives in Mt. Pleasant, where they have had 
a strong presence and made many important contributions to our 
community. 

Dr. Hersee began a general medical practice in Mt. Pleasant in 1935. 
He was a major voice in helping to raise money in a challenge from 
the Commonwealth Fund, a foundation which helped communities 
establish hospitals. Central 
Michigan Community Hospital was 
built in 1943 and Dr. Hersee was 
a charter member of its medical 
staff. Dr. Hersee was an active 
staff member from 1943 to 1967 in 
the areas of General Practice and 
later, Opthalmology. He served as 
Chief of Staff in 1949.

Dony was a loving, supportive wife, 
mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin 
and friend. Her door was always 
open and her welcome warm. 
Dony was an enthusiastic supporter 
of Art Reach of Mid-Michigan and 
an honorary member of the Mt. 
Pleasant Federated Garden Club. 
She was an avid reader and supporter of the Veterans Memorial 
Library, as well as the American Red Cross, and the Mt. Pleasant Area 
Community Foundation. 

In 2002, Dony established the Hersee Family Fund to benefit the 
community the Hersees considered their home. Over the years, this 
community impact fund has made grants for dental care for senior 
citizens, prescription medication for those visiting the Free Clinic, 
diapers for low-income families, and transportation for Isabella County 
homeless men and women, just to name a few.

Charlie and Jane Kiel
               Scholarship Fund Hersee Family Fund
In 2014, the Charlie and Jane Kiel Scholarship Fund 
was established to support graduates of Sacred Heart 
Academy who plan to further their education at Central 
Michigan University.

Charlie and Jane came to Mt. Pleasant to attend 
Central Michigan University.  After graduation; they 
established careers, raised their families, volunteered 
and developed many friendships in the Mt. Pleasant 
area. This scholarship fund is meant to support youth in a 
community they are proud to call home.

Three generations of family attended Catholic high 
schools, and one graduated from Sacred Heart 
Academy. The 
Kiel Scholarship 
Fund is also 
meant to support 
future students of 
Central Michigan 
University because 
of their love of the 
University.

Charlie and Jane 
are excited to 
assist high school 
seniors as they 
seek to achieve 
their goals.



The William and Janet Maar Strickler Community Impact Fund was 
created by the couple in February of 2015 as part of an effort to 
increase the unrestricted grantmaking assets of the Foundation. 
Bill and Jan sought to share 
their enthusiasm for our 
community and show others 
what is possible through an 
endowment fund dedicated 
to meeting unmet needs in 
Isabella County.

“We realized that one of the 
best ways to put our money 
to work for the community 
was to put it into a fund with 
no restrictions,” Jan said. “We 
want grants to be awarded where help is needed most, and we 
know needs will change over time.”

Both Bill and Jan have a long history in Isabella County. Bill grew up 
here, graduating from both Mt. Pleasant High School and Central 
Michigan University. Jan came to Mt. Pleasant as an adult, and her 
job with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan moved her around the 
state for years. She made her way back to Mt. Pleasant, and she and 
Bill married in 1997.

Bill and Jan have been involved with many community organizations, 
including Special Olympics Michigan, Women’s Aid Service, 
Woodland Hospice, McLaren Central Michigan, Art Reach of Mid-
Michigan, and CMU’s Clarke Historical Library. Jan served on the 
Board of the Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation from 2005-
2014, spent two years as President and now co-chairs the Women’s 
Initiative. Bill currently serves on the Development Committee, 
and together they are chairing the Foundation’s 25th Anniversary 
Community Impact Fund Appeal.

W illiam and Janet
Maar Strickler Community

Impact Fund

W. Sidney Smith and
Judith French Smith

Family Fund
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The W. Sidney Smith and Judith French Smith Family Fund was started 
by its namesakes in 1999. Longtime supporters of the Community 
Foundation, Sid and Judy sought to lead by example and chose to 
establish a fund that might fill in the gaps when government and other 
sources of funding fall short. 

Sid was born and raised in Mt. Pleasant and feels grateful for the 
opportunity to grow up in a small town. Judy came to Mt. Pleasant to 
attend CMU and has spent most of her life here. “Our roots are here,” 
said Sid. The Smiths built a life and raised two children in Mt. Pleasant. 
“We have a heart for Mt. Pleasant,” 
added Judy. “It’s who we are.” 

Since its founding, the W. Sidney 
Smith and Judith French Smith 
Family Fund has made more than 
$9,500 in grants to assist with projects 
such as Main Street Live, glucose 
monitoring at McLaren Central 
Michigan, and Island Park bleacher 
replacement and field renovations. 
Both Sid and Judy hope the fund 
can be used to support community 
gathering places like those in Downtown Mt. Pleasant and throughout 
our community parks. “We think it’s important to have meeting places 
for community members and recreation opportunities for families,” 
said Judy.

The Smiths have been pleased with the success of the Community 
Foundation. “It has far exceeded what the founders hoped for,” said 
Sid. “It’s important for us to continue to think about the future of our 
town.” The W. Sidney Smith and Judith French Smith Family Fund will 
continue to make an impact in our community long into the future—
serving as a legacy for the Smiths and inspiring others to give.



Permanently Endowed Funds of the
Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation

Community impact Funds
The following funds were established to 
make annual grants to charitable programs, 
services or projects that help address the ever-
changing needs of Isabella County residents:

Community Impact Fund
Bandit Industries Community Fund
Ralph and Sonja Baumgarth Family Fund
Barbara A. Bissot Fund
Bovee Family Fund
Ronald H. Cooper Family Fund
Denison Unrestricted Fund
Kimber and Judy DeWitt Family Fund
Barbara L. and George W. Dunn Family Fund
Fabiano Family Fund
Ruth S. and Gerard R. Felter and
 Florence F. Battenfeld Family Fund
Hersee Family Fund
Howard P. Himes Fund
G. Charles and Janice L. Hubscher Fund
Isabella Bank Director Memorial Fund
L.A. and Marilyn B. Johns Family Fund
David B. and Susan K. Keilitz Family Fund
Jane McNamara and Louise Williams Fund
Elizabeth Z. Miller and
 Bruce H. LaPointe Community Needs Fund
Jerry M. and Marilyn A. Morey
 Community Fund
Michael D. and
 Dianne C. Morey Community Needs Fund
Morning Sun Community Fund
John Neyer Family Fund
Dr. Leonard E. and Louise A. Plachta Fund
Ranck Family Fund
Rapaport Family Fund
Sherwood Family Fund

Kay Smith Family Fund
W. Sidney Smith and
 Judith French Smith Family Fund
William and Janet Maar Strickler
 Community Impact Fund
Sullivan Family Fund
Summit Petroleum Fund
Theunissen Family Fund
Weisenburger Family Fund

Field of interest Funds
The following funds were established to target 
support at specific areas of community life as 
defined by their founders:

Access to Recreation Fund
Glen and Kathy Blystone Learn to Swim Fund
Darlene Bond Memorial Youth Fund
John and Sue Bradac Family Emergency Fund
Mary Ellen Brandell Access to Recreation Fund
Brewster Family Access to Recreation Fund
Eunice A. Sutherland Burgess Fund for Youth
Rollie Denison Leadership Institute (RDLI)   
 Leadership Enhancement Fund 
Gilmore Family Fund for Youth
Healthy Youth/Healthy Seniors Fund
Russ Herron Poetry Fund
Isabella County Health Improvement Fund
Kellogg Youth Fund
Robert and Geraldine Krapohl Literacy Fund
McCarthy Family Fund
Mt. Pleasant Oil Industry Food Pantry Fund
Mt. Pleasant Rotary Club
 Access to Recreation Fund
Rush Family Community Emergency Fund
Shepherd Community Fund in
 Honor of Robert Bates

Janet Maar Strickler
 Access to Recreation Fund
Women’s Initiative Fund

donor Advised Funds
The following funds were established to make 
grants according to the charitable interests of 
their founders: 

Angel Wings Fund
Paula Arndt Women’s Fund
Richard and Mary Barz Family Fund
Boge Family Fund
Carnel Chamberlain Memorial Fund
Tim and Teresa Coscarelly Family Fund
Coyne Family Fund
Joe and Jeanne Epple Family Fund
James Dale Ervin Memorial Fund
Foster Lifson Undiscovered Artists Fund
Gail E. Gorton Women in Sports Fund
John R. and
 Constance M. Harkins Community Fund
Dyke and Phyllis Heinze Conservation Fund
Kiwanis Club of Mt. Pleasant Youth Fund
LaBelle Family Fund
W. E. Martin Fund
McGuirk Family Fund
Gladys and Donald Mitchell Family Fund
Lon Morey Family Fund
Morey Foundation Fund
Mt. Pleasant Jaycees Fund
Olson Family Fund
Optimist Club of Mt. Pleasant Fund
W. Sidney and
 Judith French Smith Community Fund
Stegman Fund
Thomas R. and Judith D. Sullivan Fund

Harold and Milli Verleger Family Fund
Bob and Nancy Wheeler Fund for Scouting
Wybenga Family Fund
Zitzelsberger Family Fund

organization/designated Funds
The following funds were established by an 
organization, individual or family to support the 
operational, administrative and programming 
costs of their designated organizations:

Central Michigan Chapter of
 the American Red Cross Fund
Charles E. Anthony Leadership Fund
Art Reach of Mid Michigan Fund
Beal City Public Schools
 Education Foundation Fund 
Richard Brandell and
 Joseph Sweeney Recreation Fund
Breast and Cervical Cancer Fund
Friends of the Broadway Fund
William Ellis Brockman Infant Assistance Fund
Central Michigan Community Hospital Fund
Dave and Sue Keilitz Family CMCH Fund
Central Michigan Pregnancy Services –
 Earn While You Learn Fund
Central Michigan Pregnancy Services
 H.O.P.E. Medical Clinic Fund
Chippewa Watershed Conservancy Fund
William Brehm Memorial / Chippewa 
 Watershed Conservancy Stewardship Fund
Community Cancer Services Fund
Continuum Homelessness Grant Fund
Eckersley Library Fund
Sally and John Goodrow Fund 
Michael D. and Dianne C. Morey HATS Fund 
William E. and Idonea Hersee House Fund
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Hersee House Maintenance Fund
Hospice of Central Michigan Fund
Dick and Mary Ellen Brandell Family
 Hospice House Fund
Bob and Jeanne Long Hospice House Fund
Lon Morey Family Hospice House Fund
Bill and Dolores Myler Hospice House Fund
Dennis and Sandra Olson
 Hospice House Fund
Jim and Naomi Stark Hospice House Fund
Bill and Janet Maar Strickler Hospice House Fund
Isabella Citizens for Health Fund
Isabella Community Soup Kitchen Fund
Isabella County Commission on Aging Fund
Isabella County First Responders Fund
Kara’s Korner Preschool Library Fund
Phil A. Langlois Fund for Listening Ear
Friends of the Library Fund
Listening Ear Child Sexual
 Abuse Treatment Fund
Listening Ear Consumer Needs and
 Dreams Fund
Listening Ear Crisis Center Fund
Chris Maniteau Memorial Wrestling Fund
Ray and Georgia Martin Leadership Fund
CRC Fund
McCracken Family Fund
Pat and Jean McGuirk Family Fund
Mid-Michigan Industries Fund
Montabella Community Schools
 Education Fund
Morey Foundation Leadership Fund
Morey Public School Academy Fund
Mt. Pleasant Area Community
 Foundation Leadership Fund
Mt. Pleasant Business Professionals of
 America (BPA) Fund
Mt. Pleasant Discovery Museum Fund 
Mt. Pleasant Oilers Athletic Boosters Fund

Mt. Pleasant Public Schools
 Education Foundation Fund
Mt. Pleasant Public Schools
 Esther A. Kraus Peacemaking Fund
Amy Otteman Nursing Education Fund
Richards Leadership Fund
Ridley Leadership Fund
Rocket Football Operating Fund
Mid Michigan Chapter of
 Safari Club International Fund 
Ed and Marcia Schmidt Memorial Fund
Schuster Family Fund for Listening Ear
Special Olympics Michigan Fund
Staples Family American Red Cross Fund
William J. Strickler Clarke Historical Library Fund
United Way of Isabella County Fund
Volunteer Center of Isabella County Fund
Women’s Aid Service Fund
Youth Health and Fitness Fund 

scholarship Funds
The following funds were established to provide 
scholarships in accordance with the guidelines 
set by the donors who established them:

Christopher John Andera
 Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Art Scholarship Fund
Gregory Baderschneider
 Lifetime Learning Fund
Blystone & Bailey CPAs Scholarship Fund 
Matthew J. Boles Memorial Scholarship Fund
Nancy Carey Memorial Scholarship Fund
Joyce and Gerry Carter Scholarship Fund
Dr. Joyce Ann Carter
 Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Donna J. and W. Larry Collins /
 GFWC Scholarship Fund
Carolynn Cosan Memorial Scholarship Fund

Denison Family Scholarship Fund
Susan K. and Douglas E. Dodge
 Scholarship Fund
C. Jane (Dubay) and Dwight D. Dodge
  Memorial Scholarship Fund
Richard C. Dubay Memorial Scholarship Fund
Eckersley Scholarship Fund
Governor John Engler Scholarship Fund
Ganiard History Project Scholarship Fund
Garland-Schilling Scholarship Fund
Goenner Family Scholarship Fund
Emerson W. Green Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Earl G. Hartman, Sr. and
 Caroline Millar Hartman Scholarship Fund
Jim Hartman Study Abroad Scholarship Fund
Phyllis A. Heinze
 Mathematics Education Scholarship Fund
Heydenburg Family Scholarship Fund
James R. Hodgins Memorial Scholarship Fund
Isabella Bank Scholarship Fund
Isabella Community Credit Union
 Members’ Scholarship Fund
J. Paul Janes Memorial Scholarship Fund
Robert A. and
 Catherine A. Janson Scholarship Fund
John P. and Ann S. Jensen Scholarship Fund
Dr. Thomas M. and
 Jayne Keating Scholarship Fund
Charlie and Jane Kiel Scholarship Fund
Harold and Marie Krapohl Scholarship Fund 
Aaron Jacob Latham
 Memorial Scholarship Fund
Thomas W. Lavoie Memorial Scholarship Fund
Lemmer Family Scholarship Fund 
Shirley Lemorie Memorial Scholarship Fund
Herbert H. Lueth Scholarship Fund
Maness Family Scholarship Fund 
Martin Family Scholarship Fund
McGuirk/Ganiard West Side School

 Scholarship Fund
Mercantile Bank of Michigan Scholarship Fund 
Scottie Miller Memorial
 Special Education Scholarship Fund
Gary Moe Memorial Scholarship Fund
Paul Moeggenberg Family
 Youth Agricultural Scholarship Fund
Norval Morey Leadership Scholarship Fund
Mt. Pleasant High School Class of 1959
 Legacy Scholarship Fund 
Mt. Pleasant High School
 Class of 1965 Scholarship Fund 
Robert F. Murray and Co. CPA’s
 Scholarship Fund
Myler Family Scholarship Fund
Jason Parrott Scholarship Fund
Louise A. Plachta Non-traditional
 Student Scholarship Fund
Jeff Reedy Memorial Scholarship Fund
Rotary Scholarship Fund
George and Frances P. Rouman
 Mental Health Education Scholarship Fund
Kenneth and Hilda Schmeck
 Memorial Nursing Scholarship Fund
Matthew S. Sharrar Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Shepherd Public Schools Scholarship Fund
Nolan D. Stilgenbauer
 Agricultural Scholarship Fund
Arnold and Margaret Sowmick
 Memorial Scholarship Fund
supercarguy Scholarship Fund
Harry E. Tope Memorial
 Aviation Scholarship Fund
Jeffrey Vernon Scholarship Fund
Kristopher Walden
 “Waldo” Arts Scholarship Fund
Bruce William Wood
 Memorial Scholarship Fund
Zonta Club of Mt. Pleasant Scholarship Fund
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A
Anonymous Gift
Sandy and Jim Ackerman
Maryanke and
 Paul Alexander
Chris and Melanie Allan
Jay and Susan Anders
H. Wayne Anderson
Animal Health Associates
Apartment Management 
 Group, LLC
Appraisal Advisory Group, Inc.  
 - Alan and Kathy Johns
Paula Scott Arndt
Harvey B. Aronson, LCSW
Art Reach of Mid Michigan
AXA Foundation

B
Mark and
 Mattie Ruth Backman
Art and Robin Bahr
Norma J. Bailey
Bandit Industries, Inc.
Betsy Banta
Joseph and Barbara Barberi
Robert Barclay and
 Peggy Brisbane
Debbie Barker
Geoffrey and Hatha Bartlett
Richard J. and Mary C. Barz
Karen and
 Douglas Batchelder
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Joyce Baugh and
 Roger Hatch
Mary Sonja Baumgarth
Beal City Public Schools 
 Class of 2012
Beal City Public Schools
Timothy and Kelly Bechtel 
 and children
Julia Becker
Cheryl Bennett

Steven D. Berkshire
Wayne Bicknel
Chuck Blaksmith and
 Linda Byers-Blaksmith
Blystone & Bailey CPAs P.C.
Vigdis and Emil Boasson
Daniel Boge
Ryan Boge
Boge, Wybenga &
 Bradley,  P.C.
Joseph D. Bohrer
Frank and Valerie Boles
Sharon Bolton
Chris and Kristin Bond
Laurie Booth
Don and Kaye Bouck
Jill Bourland
Sue and John Bradac
Carol J. Brannan
Dr. David and
 Colleen Bremer
Howard and
 Mary Ann Breuer
Mark and Krista Brickner
Ann Brockman
Matthew Brockman
Mike Brockman and
 Marcy Taylor
Timothy and
 Elizabeth Brockman
Thomas and Cindy Bromell
Linda S. Browne
Cindy and Allen Bryan
Eunice Burgess
Roy and Alice Burlington

C
Denise Campbell
Lorraine and
 David Campbell
Mike and Suzanne Carey
Patrick and Leanne Carey
Gerald C. Carter Trust
Lisa Castle
Central Michigan
 Pregnancy Services
Charley’s Heating and
  Cooling of Mt. Pleasant, Inc.
Chemical Bank

Bill and Tami Chilman
City of Mt. Pleasant
Annette M. Clark, CPA
Lucinda Mae Clark
Clover Consulting, Inc.
CMU PES 320 Class Fundraiser     
 for Angel Wings Fund
CMU RPL 430 Class
Annie and David Collins
Peter A. Collins
W. Larry Collins
William C. Collins and 
 Dorene Allen
Commercial Bank
Mark Connelly
Miriam and Timothy Connors
Harold B. and Mary L. Cook
Jonas and Jeanne Cook
William and Joneil Cook
Donna M. Cooper
Karla M. Cooper
Malerie Cope
Tim and Teresa Coscarelly
Kevin and Jennifer Cotter
Council of
 Michigan Foundations
Marcia L. Courtwright
Coyne Oil Corporation
David and Linda Coyne
Melva K. Coyne Trust
Janice and Kevin Crain
Chippewa River
 District Library
Creative Interiors
Mark and Pat Cwiek

d
Janet D’Amrosio
Fredric Dall
Judith Davis
Beth DesOrmeau
John P. DesOrmeau
Lisa Diaz-Sytsema
Richard and Colleen Divine
Sue and Doug Dodge
Allison and Jeremy Dunn
Mark and Robin Duthie

e
Jasmine Eichinger State Farm
Kim El-Tawil
Kim and Alisa Ellertson
Tom and Penny Endres
Jeanne Epple
Carol Ervin
Jae and Trina Evans
Jeff and Helen Evans
Milton and Shari Evans
Dan and Jan Eversole

F
James and Lee Fabiano
Fund Evaluation Group, LLC.
Keith and Pat Feight
Fifth Third Bank
Fisher Companies -
 R.J. (Bud) Fisher Jr.
Edward and Nedra Fisher
Kelvin Fisher
Rex and Kathryn Fiske
Richard and Diane Fleming
Kami Flowers
Arthur and Marjorie Fountain
Christine Fowler
Constanza Fox
Monica and Malcolm Fox
Keith and Mary Frame
Rod and Julie Freeze
Jim Frost
John and Marianne Frost

G
George and Judy Garland
General Agency Services, Inc.
Steve and Cheryl Gaudard
General Agency Company
Taylor and Adam Gepford
Ed and Judy Geroux
Roger and Sarah Gilbert
Jim Gilmore
Nelda Gilmore
Phyllis Jean Gilmore
Alice Goenner
Joanne J. Golden
Bruce and Martha Goncer
Wayne and Marty Goodman
Sally Goodrow

Todd and Heather Graham
Linda L. Gray
Dr. Pamela L. Gray
Lisa Gregory
Deana Gross/
 D & R Fitness, LLC
John and Carol Grossa
Jeri Grover
Pamela L. Grozdon
Sue Guevara

H
The Hafer Family -
 Jeff, Chris, Joe and Jeffrey
Cindy Hales
Christine M. Hammond
Jack Harkins
Mike and Laura Harter
John and Deborah Hartman
Leslie and Kip Hartman
Pat Hartman
Jim Haton
Bonnie Hayward
Mary Jo (Schulz) Headrick
Dyke and Phyllis Heinze
Robert Helber
Margie R. Henry
Patricia Herron
Carole Heydenburg
Kristine Higgins
James and Rebecca Higgs
Chad and Ann Hill
James L. and Carolyn Hill
Don and Marilyn Hill
Mary Moran Hill and
 J. Richard Hill
Shelly Schaefer Hinck
Karen Hines
Lee Hobson
Dan and Holly Hoffman
Catherine Hollenbeck
Dr. Grayson Holmbeck
Jim and Joan Hornak
Michele Houston
Kathy and Jim Howell
Jeff and Cindy Hoyle
Hubscher & Son, Inc.
Hubscher Resources LLC
Penny S. Hughes

Mary Myler Hunter

i
Isabella Community
 Credit Union
Isabella Bank

J
Koblar and Elizabeth Jackson
Bill and Jessica Janego
Eric R. Janes
Katharine Janes
Jay’s Sporting Goods, Inc.
Mt. Pleasant Jaycees
Eileen K. Jennings
John and Ann Jensen
Don and Paula Johnson
Janet R. Johnston
Jeffery M. Jones
Virginia M. Judge

K
Robert and Connie Kabbe
Daniel T. Kane
Erika Kardos
Linda and Albert Kaufmann
Thomas and Jayne Keating
J. Hudson and Ann M. Keenan
Dave and Sue Keilitz
Mary and Brian Kelly
Carole and Lee Kennett
Charlie and Jane Kiel
Marjorie and Douglas Kik
Kelsie King
Nancy L. King
Jane Kipp
Ginger Kjolhede
Donald J. Klein Jr. and 
Elizabeth L. Klein
KMG Prestige
Lorraine LaBelle Knight
Sherry Knight
Sue Knight
Robert A. Konarska
Ted and Fran Kondek
Konwinski Construction, Inc.
Sue Ann Kopmeyer
Steven and Christine Kramer
Krapohl Ford Lincoln Co.

Dean Kreiner Family
James Kremsreiter
Thomas and Lois Kromer
Donald and Nancy Kunish
Mary L. Kushion, M.S.A.

l
Douglas and Marlene Laing
Cornell and Molly LaLone
Al Langlois
Jeannette Langlois
Kevin and Melissa Langlois
Lauren and Bill Lawrence
Dolores Lawrence
Jane D. Leahy
Lease Management, Inc. -  
 Jack Harkins and Rudy Kler
Marcia and Ronald LeClear
Lemmer Scholarship Fund  
 Concert Contributions 
Bob and Kerie Lemorie
Charles and Dorine Lilly
Barbara L. Lindley
Mt. Pleasant Lions Club
Rod and Betty Lipor
Listening Ear Crisis Center, Inc.
Andrea and Doug Lobert
Bob and Jeanne Long
Barry Loper
Cil and John Lorand

M
Elizabeth and David MacLeod
Michael and Laura Maness Holt
Maness Petroleum Corp.
Suzanne Maness
Barbara and Tim Maness
W. Joseph and
 Jane M. Manifold
Chris Maniteau
 Memorial Golf Outing  
Joe and Carol Marchiando
Amber Marentette
Ronald and
 Deborah Marmarelli
Dennis and
 Kathleen Marshall
Steven and
 Deborah Martineau
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Est. 1990

For good. For ever.SM

Linda and Emmett Mason
Bob McAlester
Laura A. McBride
Betty and Robert McBride
McLaren Central Michigan
Sheryl S. McClure
McConnell Farm Supplies
Bill and Louise McCracken
Doug McDonald
Pat and Amy McDonald
James and Rick McGuirk
Craig and
 Mary Ann McPherson
Beulah McQueen Denham
Mears Engineering
Mary E. Meier
Carol Meixner
Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Caroline J. Merrill
Frederic and Carol Messick
Cheryl Meyer and
 Jeff Percha
Midway Structural Pipe
 and Supply
Tom and Cindy Miles
Miller & Associates of 
 Edmore, Inc. - Chris Miller
Mary Ann and Bruce Miller
Charles and Margaret Miller
Beth Miller and Bruce LaPointe
Carolyn Miller
Jack and Anne Miller
Bob and Jane Miller
Michael and Jane Millls
Dru Mitchell
Gail Mitchell
Lise Mitchell
Mitchell Family Trust Fund 
MLT Transport, LLC.
Cheryl Moe
Paul Moeggenberg
 Family Golf Outing
Eleanor Moeggenberg
Sally Moeggenberg
Gisela and Tom Moffit
Francis and Mary Lois Molson
Dana and Doug Moore
Morbark Inc.
The Morey Foundation

Morey Montessori
 Public School Academy
Michael and Dianne Morey
Linda M. Morey
Lon Morey
Michael and
 Tamara Moutsatson
Mt. Pleasant Abstract &
 Title Inc. - Paul Alexander
Mt. Pleasant Agency, Inc. - 
 Kurt Feight
Mt. Pleasant Community
 of Christ
Mt. Pleasant Community 
Counseling Associates - 
 Elizabeth Kowalczyk
Timothy and Susan Murphy
Paul B. Murray
Robert F. Murray &
 Company, CPAs
Susan K. Murray
Mt. Pleasant
 Discovery Museum
Mt. Pleasant High School 
 Class of 1965
Mt. Pleasant Public Schools 
 Education Foundation Inc.
Muskegon
 Development Company
Kelly and Rene Myers
William and Dolores Myler
Pamela and William Myler, Jr.

N
Jeffrey Naessens
Ghaussem Nasrollahy
National Christian Foundation 
West Michigan
Paul and Tracey Natke
Mick and Dorothy Natzel
Marty and Vicky Naumes
Dixie L. Neier
Guy Newland
The John and Kathleen Neyer 
Families: Jack 
 and Cora Neyer, Rosee 
 McFarlane, Bob and 
 Ann Neyer, Jane and 
 Mike Bacon, Patty and 

 Mike Gostola
Gerald and Joyce Neyer
John and
 Mary Catherine Nichol
Nichols Financial Group, Inc.
Robert and
 Sara Spencer Noggle
Adverna C. Nolan
Northern Michigan
 Chapter A.P.I.
Jenn Nottingham

o
Tim and Mary Ann O’Neil
Jennifer Olsen
Dennis and Sandy Olson
Wayne and Marie Osborn
Marcie Otteman

p
P. S. Equities
Mary A. Paisley
Michael and Wendy Papa
Renee Papelian
Donna and Richard Parr
Pasch Dairy, Inc.
Pauline and Leo Pasch
Jan Patrick
Stacey L. Pattison
Judy Paullin
Jodie Percha
Louise Percha
Pete’s Auto Body
Dave Peterson
Karen and Elton Petoskey
James Phillips
Jeff and Patty Pickler
Charles and Nancy Pisoni
Louise A. Plachta
Patricia Podoll
Dr. Larry A. Poel D.O.
Gary and Lynn Pohl
Paul and Kristy Pollatz
Jean Powell
Paul and Kathy Preston
Pro Comm, Inc. -
 Harold Stegman, Jr.
James and Sandra Pulaski
Steve and Sue Pung

Michele and Marty Punke

Q
Dr. Alan Quick
Gretchen Quick
David and Kathy Quigley

r
Marietta W. Race
Norma Racke
Gary and Judy Ramsower
Ross and Shelly Rapaport
Veronica Recker
Jeff Reedy
 Memorial Golf Outing
Elaine Reinke
Fred and Cynthia Rexius
Marilyn A. Ribitch
Ric’s Food Center
Richards &
 Ribitch Dentistry, PLLC
Tad and Laura Richards
Carol A. Richardson
John and Mary Ridgway
Tom and Nancy Ridley
Kathy and Curt Ritchey
Pam Ritter
Jodi and Erik Robinette
Art and Terry Ross
George and Elizabeth Ross
Chris and Marcie Rouman
George and Fran Rouman
Michael Rouman
Steve and Liz Rouman
Chris and Jacob Rowley
Margaret Rubinas
Bob and Betty Rulong
Brian and Julie Rush
Vanessa Ryan

s
Sacred Heart Parish
Mid Michigan Chapter Safari   
 Club International
Tracey L. Sallee
Bill and Diane Saltarelli
Amanda A. Schafer
Ron and Joyce Schafer
Cathy Schenkhuizen

Alan and Mary Lou Schilling
Jennifer Schisa
Dick Sebring and
 Kristin Schuette
Roxanne Schultz
Rod and Cindy Schumacher
Donald O. Schuster
Earl and Georgann Schuster
Sue Scully
Stephanie Sekela
Phillip and Kim Seybert
Janis Shaffer
Matthew Sharrar
 Memorial Golf Outing
Shepherd Community Fund 
 in Honor of Robert Bates 
 Fundraiser
Barbara Sheperdigian
Shepherd VFW Post #8215
Shepherd Women’s Club
Michael Libbee and
 Kristin Sheridan
Doris Sherwood
Victor and Kim Shiavi
Janet and Steve Silverberg
Elaine Smiley
Debra Smilo, Ph.D.
Mark and Shelly Smith
Martha L. Smith
W. Sidney and
 Judith French Smith
Larry M. and
 Jessicca C. Sommer
Sheila Spacht
Terry and Marcia Stacy
Sam and Trudy Staples
Jim and Naomi Stark
Peter Starr
Blaine and Sharon Stevenson
Nolan D. Stilgenbauer
Richard and Linda Stoudt
Rob and Marcy Stout
William J. Strickler, LLC
William and
 Janet Maar Strickler
Michael and Barbara Sullivan
Thomas R. and
 Judith D. Sullivan
Summit Petroleum Corp.

Brad and Judi Swartz
James and Marilyn Sweeney
Michael and Joan Swirtz

t
Jill Taft-Kaufman
Kathleen Tarrant
Ron and Mary Tecklenburg
Suzi and Gordon Tengen
Dorothy Theunissen
Patrick and Mary Thompson
Amy Thorguson
Karen Thrun
Total Investment
 Planners, Inc.
Lois (Bunny) Traines
Pam Trask
Trillium – Helen Chase
Madeline Trimby and
 Robert Walter
Clarence and
 Mary Ann Tuma
Jeff and Vicki Tuma

u
United Apartments -
 Rick and Julie McGuirk
Louise Uphold

v
Sue and Chuck Vannorsdall
Linda J. Vos-Graham
Richard D. Verleger
Rev. Margaret Vredeveld

w
W.E. Martin Foundation
Nancy and Frank Wanek
Dick and Kay Wantland
Patricke D. Ward
Elayne Watson
Laura and Steve Weber
Cheryl Weekley
Janine J. Weins
Tom and Sharon Weirich
Dave and
 Mary Weisenburger

Sally and Jack Weisenburger
Shad and Krista Welke
Meredith L. Welling
Ashley Wellman
Sherry and Alma Wentworth
Bob and Nancy Wheeler
Linda S. White
Bryan Wieferich
John and Judy Williams
Jack and Karen Williamson
Tony Wilmot
Sanda Wiper
Dr. Norman and
 Susan Woerle
Carol and Jim Wojcik
Wood’s Household Appliance
Nick Wood
Dick and Sandy Wood
Lisa A. Wurst
Lynne Wyatt
Herb and Judy Wybenga

y
Mary Lu and John Yardley
Richard A. Young

Z
Marcia Woodby Zech
Helene Zimmerman
Patricia A. Zinser
Mark and Terrie Zitzelsberger
Zonta Club of Mt. Pleasant
Martha Zuehlke
Joe and Cindy Zuker
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In Honor ~ 2014
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Shirley Albrecht
Christopher Andera
Patricia Ruth Bail
Bob Bates
Robert Bates
Matthew J. Boles
Darlene Bond
Amy Boursaw
Dick and Mary Ellen Brandell
Mary Ellen Brandell
Ellis Brockman
William Ellis Brockman
Keisha Y. Brown
Nancy J. Carey
Joyce and Gerry Carter
Chloe, the Best Dog Ever!
Donna J. Collins
Dennis Connelly
Carolyn A. Cosan
Melva K. Coyne
Richard C. Dubay

Katharine M. Dunworth
Joseph Epple
Sadie Foley
Deborah Kay Gilmore
Maynard and Nellie Gilmore
Wendell (Bud) Gilmore
Gail Gorton
Eleanor and John Gray
Geraldine Green
J. Alan and Mary Hammack
Earl and Caroline Hartman
Jim Hartman
Sheri Hartman
Uncle Jim Hartman
Richard (Sonny) Helber
Russ Herron
Dr. and Mrs. W.E. Hersee
Howard Himes
Stephen G. Hobson
James and Sally Hodgins
Ellis M. Howard

Pauline Howard
J. Paul Janes
Jim Jennings
Laurence “Bud” Keilitz
Cindy Kjolhede
Greg Kopke
Harold and Marie Krapohl
Robert and
 Geraldine Krapohl
Jack Krontz
Morval LaLone
Theda LaLone
Ruth Lamont
Phil Langlois
Joe Lawrence
Shirley Lemorie
Robert Jay Lichtman
Clara Lokiec
Mabre Maness
Michael John Maness
Chris Maniteau

James Alford McDaniel
Thomas McNamara
Scottie Miller
Gary Moe
Paul Moeggenberg
Norval Morey
Dennis Mumford
Thomas Murphy
Sher Muszynski
John Neyer, Jr.
Milton B. Otteman
Jo Palm
Diane Phillips
Arlene Quick
Aunt Hedy Quillen
Jean Rasmussen
Ann Reeb
Jeff Reedy
Howard Richardson
Scheids
Ed and Marcia Schmidt

Matthew Sharrar
Kara Shirley
Lori Ann Shively
Kay Krapohl Smith
Jim and Martha Staples
Harold W. Stegman, Sr.
Valerie Lynne Stephens
Andy Tschappat
Carlene Uphold
Kathryn Utterback
Barbara Jean Verwey
Sheri Vredeveld
Kristopher “Waldo” Walden
Ed Wentworth
Bruce William Wood
Ray Gordon Zimmerman
Brian Zuker

Thomas J. Bailey
Marge Barrett
Monica Barrett
Glen Blystone
John and Sue Bradac
John Briggs
Tim, Mike and 
 Ann Brockman
The Brockman Family
Tyler Carr
W. Larry Collins

William C. Collins
Mark and Pat Cwiek
Shirley Decker
Laura Faber
Kavon Frazier
Sarah and Roger Gilbert
Sally Goodrow
Sheri Hartman
The I.W. “Bucky” and
 Velma C. Hartman Family
Julia Hartman Klein

Phyllis Heinze
Dr. Staci Hopkins
Dave Keilitz
Marcella Kocar
Tom and Joan Lavoie
Dr. Jean M. Lawrence
Dolores Lawrence
Michael Libbee
Max & Emily’s
Beth Miller
Lon Morey

Mt. Pleasant
 High School Class of 1959
Bill and Dolores Myler
Mick Natzel
Molly Pittsley
Andrew Ribitch
George and Fran Rouman
Special Olympics Volunteer, 
 Steve Rubinas
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Sanko
Donald Schuster

Kristin Sheridan
Bill and Jan Strickler
Colleen Sutherland
Sharon and Tom Weirich
Sally Weisenburger
Nancy Wheeler
Bryan Wieferich
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To purchase tickets call MPACF at (989) 773-7322 by 11/6/2015.

Who:

What: Annual Speaker Series Luncheon

Where:

When: Wednesday, November 11, 2015
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Why:

Tickets: $45 each
Tables of 8-10 may be purchased.

Honorary 
Chairs
Olga Denison*
Darcy Orlik
Judy F. Smith
Kay A. Smith*
Sally Weisenburger

*deceased

Women’s 
Initiative
Committee 
Co-Chairs
Cheryl Gaudard
Jan Strickler

Women’s 
Initiative 
Committee
Anita Anderson
Joneil Cook
Dorine Lilly
Julie McGuirk
Dana Moore
Linda Morey
Jodie Percha
Marilyn Ribitch
Lori Rogers
Jill Simons
Marilyn Sweeney
Cindi Verwey
Mary Lu Yardley

Associate 
Members
Joanne Golden
Janelle Joslin
Jeri Reid
Marcy Weston
Terrie Zitzelsberger

Lori Nelson Spielman

The Comfort Inn Conference 
Center, Mt. Pleasant

To support the Women’s 
Initiative, an endowed Mt. 
Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation fund benefitting 
Isabella County women and girls 
in need

Keynote Speaker 
Generously 

Sponsored By:

Lori Nelson Spielman was born and raised in Michigan, the youngest of four children. After 
completeing both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Central Michigan University, she 
began working in the public school system. She spent the early part of her career as a 
speech-language pathologist, and later 
became a high school guidance counselor. It 
was during her stint as a  homebound 
teacher that she rekindled her love for 
writing. Her first novel, THE LIFE LIST, 
became a #1 international bestseller. It has 
been translated into thirty languages and 
Fox 2000 has purchased the film rights. Her 
second novel, SWEET FORGIVENESS, was 
released in June of 2015. She is currently 
working on her third novel. She lives in 
Lansing with her husband and their very 
spoiled cat. 

Print Sponsor:

Lori Nelson Spielman



 Page 30 ~ 2014-2015 Newsletter & ANNuAl report 

The Mt. Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation Board of Trustees is pleased 
to announce that 86 scholarships were 
awarded this year. The 2015 scholarship 
reception was held on Thursday, May 
28, 2015 at the Comfort Inn Conference 
Center. During the event, nearly $80,000 
in scholarships were awarded to Isabella 
County Area students. Scholarship 
recipients, recipients’ family members, 
scholarship fund founders, Board of Trustees 
members, Scholarship Committee members 
and school representatives joined to honor 
outstanding students of our community. 

Each scholarship is unique and reflects the 
values and interests of those who have 
established it. This year, MPACF scholarships 
were awarded for the first time from the 
Norval Morey Leadership Scholarship and 
the Louise A. Plachta Non-traditional Student 
Scholarship. To make recommendations to 
the board, 87 community members served 
on panels to review 1,198 applications this 
year. 

2014 Scholarship Recognition Reception
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Beal City High school
Zina Bellinger - Rotary Scholarship - $1,000
Nicole Fox - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750
Nicole Gross - Thomas W. Lavoie Memorial Scholarship - $750
Nichole Murphy -
 Matthew S. Sharrar Memorial Scholarship - $1,000
Emily Steffke - Rotary Scholarship - $1,000
Jaclyn Woodbury - Rotary Scholarship - $1,000

Chippewa Hills High school
Emily Starck - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

Clare High school
Grant Good - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

Farwell High school
Kathrine Saupe - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

Greenville High school
Alex Amidon - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

lakeview High school
Bramyn Payne - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

Merrill High school
Renae Latoski - C. Jane (Dubay) &
 Dwight D. Dodge Memorial Scholarship - $500
Madalin Sholtz - Richard C. Dubay Memorial Scholarship - $500

Michigan works! Ged program
Sara Dupree - Gary Moe Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

Montabella High school
Madelyn Karcher - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750

Mt. pleasant High school
Nicole Aultman - Denison Family Scholarship - $1,500
Kara Bourland -
 Robert F. Murray & Co. CPA’s Scholarship - $1,500
Jamison Campbell -
 Arnold and Margaret Sowmick Memorial Scholarship - $500
Gary Cheng - Mercantile Bank of Michigan Scholarship - $1,000
Bailey Chiodo - Maness Family Scholarship - $1,000
Rachel Christie - Harold & Marie Krapohl Scholarship - $1,000
Lindsey DeFrain - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750
Samantha DuCharme - Jeff Reedy Memorial Scholarship - $1,000
Madeline Ebert - James R. Hodgins Memorial
 Foreign Language Scholarship - $1,000
Dillen Elliott - Norval Morey Leadership Scholarship - $1,000

Tia Fedor - Rotary Scholarship - $1,000
Joseph Fleming - James R. Hodgins Memorial
 English Scholarship - $1,000
Yejean Han - James R. Hodgins Memorial Foreign
 Language Scholarship - $1,000
Rielley Himes - Robert A. & Catherine A. Janson Scholarship - $600
Lindsey Hood - Mercantile Bank of
 Michigan Scholarship - $1,000
Xiaoyi Huang - Class of 1965 Mt. Pleasant High School
 Scholarship - $700
Noah Hutchinson -
 James R. Hodgins Memorial English Scholarship - $1,000
Michael Jensen -
 Phyllis A. Heinze Mathematics Education Scholarship - $1,000
Kaidlin Jones - James R. Hodgins Memorial
 English Scholarship - $1,000
Helena Kriss - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750
Graham Lobert - James R. Hodgins Memorial Foreign 
 Language Scholarship - $1,000
Phong Los - Eckersley Scholarship - $2,500
Ryan Lucksted - Isabella Community Credit Union
 Members’ Scholarship - $700
Jessica Maxon - Ganiard History Project Scholarship - $1,000
Taylor Newell - Mt. Pleasant High School
 Class of 1959 Legacy Scholarship -  $1,000
Jack O’Brien - Christopher John Andera Memorial Scholarship - $500
Brenna Olrich - Nancy Carey Memorial Scholarship - $750
Jeffrey Patton - Heydenburg Family Scholarship - $600
Nick Prin - Mercantile Bank of Michigan Scholarship - $1,000
Kelsey Pulver - McGuirk/Ganiard
 West Side School Scholarship - $500
Casey Purtill - Jeffrey Vernon Scholarship - $500
Ashley Seymour - Art Scholarship - $600
Ashley Seymour - Bruce William Wood Memorial Scholarship - $500
Ishan Vashishta - Martin Family Scholarship - $1,500
Allison Weis - Governor John Engler Scholarship - $1,000
Mikala Williams - Ganiard History Project Scholarship - $1,000
Kelsi Wilson - Matthew J. Boles Memorial Arts Scholarship - $600
Aaron Wittbrodt - Mt. Pleasant High School
 Class of 1959 Legacy Scholarship - $1,000
Sage Wood -
 Matthew J. Boles Memorial MSU Scholarship - $600
Brianna Zimmer - Carolynn Cosan Memorial Scholarship - $600
Melissa Zurawski -
 McGuirk/Ganiard West Side School Scholarship - $500

reed City High school
Lindsey Greer - Susan K. and Douglas E. Dodge Scholarship - $500
Tara Charboneau - Goenner Family Scholarship - $750

Tristen Fox - Jason Parrott Scholarship - $600
Meredith Predum - Earl G. Hartman, Sr. &
 Caroline Millar Hartman Scholarship - $2,000
George Ronan - Myler Family Scholarship - $1,500
Swara Sarvepalli - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750
Bainbridge Scully - J. Paul Janes Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

shepherd High school
Brianna Albaugh - Isabella Community
 Credit Union Members’ Scholarship - $700
Joshua Cline - Isabella Bank Scholarship - $750
Ashlyn Davis - Emerson W. Green Memorial Scholarship - $1,000
Eric Eisenberger - Shirley Lemorie Memorial Scholarship - $750
Brook Greening - Martin Family Scholarship - $1,500
Abby Harmon - Shepherd Public School Scholarship - $500
Coty Lobsinger - Shepherd Public School Scholarship - $500
Kelsie Moeggenberg - Shepherd Public School Scholarship - $500
Mallory O’Dell - Nolan D. Stilgenbauer Agricultural Scholarship - $1,500
Mallory O’Dell - Paul Moeggenberg Family Youth
 Agricultural Scholarship - $750
Darren Palmer - Mercantile Bank of Michigan Scholarship - $1,000
Elizabeth Troxell - Lemmer Family Scholarship - $500

Central Michigan university
Elizabeth Berghuis - Dr. Joyce Ann Carter
 Memorial Scholarship - $2,500
Taylor Fenby - Kristopher Walden “Waldo” Arts Scholarship - $500
Amy Henderson - John P. and Ann S. Jensen Scholarship - $2,500
Samantha Keeler - Donna & Larry Collins/GFWC Scholarship - $750
Triston Trayer - Harry E. Tope Memorial Aviation Scholarship - $1,500
Jami Watson - Jim Hartman Study Abroad Scholarship - $1,000

Ferris state university
Kayla Kapplinger - George & Frances P. Rouman
 Mental Health Education  Scholarship - $750

Grand valley state university
Rachel Travis - Nolan D. Stilgenbauer Agricultural Scholarship - $1,500

Michigan state university
Kileigh Buchanan - Herbert H. Lueth Scholarship - $1,000

Mid Michigan Community College
Elizabeth Santini - Kenneth & Hilda Schmeck Memorial Nursing 
 Scholarship - $500

yale divinity school
Jacqueline Spycher - Louise A. Plachta Non-traditional Student 
 Scholarship - $500

Check out 
all photos 
from the 

2015 
Scholarship 
Reception.



Thank You Sponsors

Steve & Deb Martineau • Lon Morey
Jan & Bill Strickler • Tom & Judi Sullivan

Sam & Trudy Staples • Mike & Dianne Morey Family

W.E. Martin Foundation • Steve & Sue Pung
John & Ann Jensen • Linda & Al Kaufmann

Dennis & Christy Angner • Jack Harkins
Mark & Terrie Zitzelsberger

Muskegon Development Company • SWS Properties, LLC
Cheryl & Steve Gaudard • Jay & Susan Anders • Shelly & Mark Smith

Dave & Mary Weisenburger • Phillip & Kim Seybert • Dave & Sue Keilitz
Don Schuster • Bob & Nancy Wheeler • Shirley Martin Decker

Lauren & Bill Lawrence


