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2020 Census Hub created for Great Lakes Bay Region 
 
Midland, MI – January 3, 2019 – The Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub was 
recently established to ensure the region gets an accurate count in the upcoming 2020 
census. Midland, Saginaw, Bay City and Mt. Pleasant community foundations are 
partnering together on the project. The Great Lakes Bay Regional Alliance, located in 
Freeland, will house the census hub. 
 
The work of the census hub is supported by the state-wide Census 2020 Michigan 
Nonprofits Count Campaign, managed by the Michigan Nonprofit Association (MNA) in 
partnership with the Council of Michigan Foundations (CMF). 
 
Data collected in the U.S. Census determines the number of seats each state has in the 
U.S. House of Representatives and is also used to distribute billions in federal funds to 
local communities. According to community foundation officials, making sure the Great 
Lakes Bay Region is accurately counted in the 2020 Census is incredibly important. 
 
“There are many state and federal programs that utilize census counts to determine 
funding that comes to the Great Lakes Bay Region,” said Sharon Mortensen, President 
and CEO of the Midland Area Community Foundation. “It’s estimated that for every 
person not counted, we miss out on approximately $1,800 of government funding. We’re 
partnering with other community foundations in the region to make sure we get a 
complete picture of our communities.” 
 
Chloe Updegraff is the newly-appointed coordinator for the Great Lakes Bay Regional 
Census Hub. A graduate of the University of Michigan School of Public Health, she has 
experience working with underserved populations.  
 

http://www.becountedmi2020.com/
http://www.becountedmi2020.com/


“We face some challenges as we look toward the census,” said Updegraff. “With an 
increasingly older and more diverse population, several communities with limited access 
to technology, and a segment of the population uncomfortable engaging with the 
government, we have to make sure we start early and have a plan in place for an accurate 
count.” 
 
The United States Census Bureau counts each resident of the country every ten years. 
Compared with the 2010 census, regional and local census offices are being reduced by 
50%, and door-to-door outreach will also be scaled back in favor of an online-first model 
– a move that could hinder the response rate of lower-income populations that have 
limited access to the internet. 
 
“We’ll be working with nonprofits throughout the region, providing trainings and tools 
on how to effectively do outreach to the residents they serve,” said Updegraff. “It’s also 
important for us to work closely with government officials to help enhance their 
communication and outreach efforts.” 
 
Community foundation officials say that without government funding, communities turn 
to philanthropic efforts, straining the nonprofit community. 
 
“Ensuring an accurate count is just good stewardship,” said Renee Johnston, President & 
CEO of the Saginaw Community Foundation. “Our local nonprofits do amazing work, 
but the reality is that many of them rely on government funding to help them serve those 
in need. Missing people in the census could hurt their bottom line.” 
 
For more details, Census Hub Coordinator Chloe Updegraff can be reached at 989-695-
6100 or cupdegraff@greatlakesbay.org. 
 
 

### 
 
Since 1973, area residents have been turning to the Midland Area Community 
Foundation to make their philanthropic giving as effective as possible. We are a public 
charity serving thousands of people who share a common concern to improve the quality 
of life in our community. 
 
About The Census 2020 Michigan Nonprofits Count Campaign 
Spearheaded by the Michigan Nonprofit Association (MNA) and supported by the 
Council of Michigan Foundations (CMF), the campaign aims to mobilize nonprofits and 
partner with state and local government to encourage participation in the census in 
communities that are at significant risk of being undercounted. For more information, 
visit becountedmi2020.com. 
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